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WHAT’S IN YOUR GRAPEVINE 

 

    Editor: Cora Weaver   E: cora.weaver@talktalk.net 

    The Grapevine will be posted online in the last week of January; March, May, July,                                  

September and November.  

Articles for inclusion need to be with the editor by 15th day of those months. 
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  *   LANDLINES IN THE U.K ARE GOING DIGITAL  IN       * 

      JANUARY 2027.  IF YOU USE A LANDLINE, DON’T BE  

     CAUGHT OUT - READ PAGE 12.  

               You are warmly invited to join us at the  

          Pre-Schoolers’ Service  Tuesdays 1.45 - 2.15 pm 

                     in St Mary’s Church, Madresfield 

              on 7th July for  The Prodigal Son 
 Do come along, sit on the carpet, sing songs and listen to a story.  

Everyone is welcome. 
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Over the last few weeks, I have been able to 

spend many happy hours crafting at home and in 

the village hall. In April, members of Guarlford 

WI were treated to a workshop learning Iris 

folding, led by Barbie Elliot. (Iris folding is a 

paper crafting technique, where folded strips of 

paper are layered in a spiraling pattern on a numbered chart to make 

a design like a camera iris within a pre-cut shape.) We WI members 

were surprised by and pleased with the lovely greetings cards we 

achieved under Barbie’s expert guidance.In April we had a craft 

evening, when Barbie Elliot came to guide us through the art of iris 

folding, which is a papercraft technique, composing pictures from strips of coloured paper on a pre 

marked template. The name is derived from the fact that the strips are applied to the backing from the 

outside, working inward to the ‘iris’, as in an eye. It was good fun learning how to do it, and I think 

everyone ended up with a successful picture. 

 

In May, we had a treat when Phil Downing, the 

manager, came to share his enthusiasm for Harvington 

Hall, near Kidderminster. Dressed as an elegant 16th 

century gentleman, Phil told us about the history of 

the hall, part of which dates from medieval times, and 

what happened in the beautiful Elizabethan moated 

manor house when Catholicism was outlawed.  
 

Families that continued to be practising Catholics 

created hiding places for priests, known as priest 

hides or holes. There are seven such hiding places in 

Harvington Hall, some very difficult to find, for 

example an ingenious priest hide, which is revealed only when panelling is removed and a swinging beam 

exposes the narrow doorway into the refuge. Another was built a few feet above the bread oven. 

 

It was Humphrey Pakington who owned Harvington House at this time. He was a recusant, ie he refused 

to go to services in the local Church of England, but, probably because of his connections at Queen 

Elizabeth’s court, he avoided being punished. No priest was ever caught in the hall, and Phil was not sure 

if this was because of Humphrey’s influential friends, or because the hiding places were so well 

concealed. Phil described how he spent time in one of these priest hides as a sponsored event to raise 

funds for the hall - it sounded horrendous. 

 

It was an excellent, well-illustrated talk, which we all enjoyed. 

 

 

W I meetings are held at 7.30 pm in the village hall, second Tuesday 

of the month.   All ladies are welcome. 
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GUARLFORD WI News  

 

Paula Parsonage  
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New Craft Group, Guarlford Village Hall 
 

There is a new Village Hall Craft Group which is proving to be very popular. Members bring all kinds of 

crafts, for example lots of stitching, crochet, knitting, crystal art and decoupage. Some exquisite work is 

produced, but you don’t have to be an expert. Beginners are very welcome, and several ladies have started 

to learn how to crochet, knit and decoupage - Pam also provides materials for other new ideas that 

members can try. And of course we enjoy the conversation. 

 

The Craft group meets in Guarlford Village Hall on Friday afternoons from 2 to 4.30 pm; you can come at 

any time and stay as long as you like. You can bring anything you are working on, or just come to enjoy 

the company. Please let us know if there is a new Craft you would like to learn, or even to demonstrate to 

the rest of us. First meeting is free and then £2 per session, to include a drink and biscuits/cake. Come and 

join us, we’re a very friendly group (with lots of chat!) 

                                                  Rosemary McCulloch 

 

[Go on! Try something new, or renew your acquaintance with something you did when 

your children were small and have lost the skill.  Ed] 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

Decoupage  

Knitting practice     

Canvas work 
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Newland News  NUMBER 30 

Do you ever feel it’s all change and remains the same: ever felt that? In some ways, 

like the death of a friend leaves a gap in your life but the world around you remains 

the same, it’s barely a blip on their radar ad huge loss in your world but, as they say, 

life goes on. 

Recently, the full fibre broadband - the much-advertised replacement for the old 

copper phone line-based internet - failed. 

This left my mum without a landline to call for help. So much for the so-called safeguards that are 

supposed to exist to protect the vulnerable. I could not get her supplier to help report the fault. You need to 

be online, apparently, to report a fault, so we ended up in a chicken and egg situation. “We do not have 

online,” was my cry and still I was told to check the fault online. As a society, we have truly made a rod 

for our own backs by moving everything online and leaving behind those who are not tech savvy. 

After 12 days without internet (apparently it was caused by squirrels) we are back online but I now 

remember years ago I always kept a backup for the important files. Back to basics I reckon if I am to 

survive the digital age. This entire thing has left me with an abiding dislike of chatbots and their automated 

replies; where are the people? Finding someone to talk to about a situation was difficult. 

Watching the paddock from Mum’s window we have squirrels running along the top of the wall, birds 

calling for a mate from the top of the tree opposite. And lush greenery where just a few weeks ago there 

were skeleton trees.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I thought you would like to see this picture of the Quadrangle (left); 

it shows that the Beauchamp Community is as beautiful as any of 

the many houses I have visited. I am so lucky to be able to open the 

blinds to this view every day.  

There was a bit of excitement: the air ambulance landed in the field 

behind the paddock. Alerted by the noise I watched it manoeuvre 

into place. Helicopters are very noisy machines. 

Good news - the date has been set for the replacement bus shelters 

to be end of May. We await the outcome with bated breath. 

Date for your diary: organ recital in St Leonard’s 5th July at 4pm, 

free entry. 

 

 

Jane Tinklin 

The gardens are coming to 

life and colour is returning to 

the flower beds.  
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