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WHAT½S IN YOUR GRAPEVINE 

 

Editor: Cora Weaver   E: cora.weaver@talktalk.net 

The Grapevine will be posted online in the last week of January; March, May, July, September 

and November.  

н 

      A Special Service for pre-schoolers, their par-

ents & carers 
   

                You are warmly invited to join us at the  

   tǊŜ{ŎƘƻƻƭŜǊǎΩ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ  1.50 - 2.20 pm 

                          in St Maryôs Church, Madresfield 

                on Tuesday 8th July for 

           The Man in the Tree 

 Do come along, sit on the carpet, sing songs and listen to a story.  

Everyone is welcome. 



 

GUARLFORD 
Guarlford Parish Website: www.guarlfordparish.uk 

Churchwarden: David Fellows     Verger: Vacant 

Malvern Hills Trust representative: David Fellows 

Parish Council:  Clerk: Mrs Gill Hollick, 2 Bamford Close, Guarlford WR13 6PF     

                       Mob. 07816 533 251           E: parishclerkguarlford@gmail.com   

Parish Path Warden: David Fellows, Green Fields, Rectory Lane,  Guarlford   

                           Tel: 01684 574243       

Tree Warden: Rev. Peter Hughes       

Chairman, Village Hall Committee: Phil Thomas 

Village Hall: E: guarlfordvillagehall@gmail.com        

Village Hall Website:-  https://guarlfordvillagehall.co.uk/ 

W.I :  meets 7.30, Guarlford Village Hall, second  Tuesday in the month.  All welcome. 

        President: Caroll Murphy      E: wifolk@guarlfordparish.uk  
 

Madresfield  
Bell Ringing: Practice Mondays 7.30 at Madresfield Church;  contact Geoff Titmuss    

01684 572495  

Churchwardens: Mr Christopher Bennett, Hayswood Farm, Madresfield, 01684 891047;  

Mrs Elizabeth Palmer,  33 Hall Green Close, WR14 3QY     01684 575914 

Secretary:  Wendy Palmer  01684 899223  E: wendy.palmer@outlook.com 

Treasurer:  Situation vacant from Spring 2024 - church financeôs enquiries to The Vicar.  

Cricket Club:  Secretary: Peter Hughes, Holly Lodge, Madresfield 01684 572649  

Early Years Centre www.meyc.co.uk 01684 574378 (9am-2pm)  

                                       Mrs Alice Bennett 01684 574378  
 

Movement Club: Childrenôs gym, dance, drama and ballet 01684 574378  

Parish Council: Clerk: Mr David Sharp, 20 Farley Road, Malvern Link  01684 573213  

                        E: mrdasharp@btinternet.com  

Madresfield C E Primary School:  Head of School: Mrs Rebecca Hibell   01684 573620  

                                       E: office@madresfield.dowmat.education  
 

Friends of Madresfield School : Chairman: Helen Morgan;  

Vice Chairman: Hannah Willey; Secretary, Christine Warner ;  Treasurer, Hannah Hollick ; 

Press Officer, Tracy Williams  
 

Madresfield Club : Secretary, Mrs Jo Morgan 01684 573363  
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Madresfield contd. 

Parent & Toddler Club: Tuesdays 11-12; Gymini classes throughout Wednesdays;   

Holiday Play Schemes;  After School Collection & Care  

Babies to PreSchool Care 8am-6pm daily  
 

Movement Club:  Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at Madresfield Early Years Centre  

01684 574378. 

Parent & Toddler Groups run daily in term time at Madresfield Early Years Centre  

01684 574378   or  Mrs Elaine Ward  01684 565714. 
 

Newland  
Malvern Hills Trust representative: Duncan Westbury  

Parish Council: Clerk: Jacqui Barker, 114 Fruitlands, Malvern WR14 4XB 01684 567674  

E: newlandpc1@gmail.com 

Newland Parish Council meets bi-monthly at 7pm on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at The 

Beauchamp Community (January, March, May, July, September, November) 

Community Support Officer: PC Dee Stanley  

County & District Councillor: Tom Wells, 27 Upton Road, Callow End  WR2 4TY  

Tel: 01905 831752     07702 996203          E: talwells@btinternet.com  
 

Malvern Hills Trust: Chase representative:  Richard Fowler 

Malvern Hub: for reporting abandoned cars and flytipping 01684 862151  

Meditation Group  meets on the first Tuesday of the month at 2pm  01905 831048  

Parochial Church Council: Rector -  Rev. Gary Crellin  01905 830270       

E: revgarycrellin@gmail.com  
 

Vice Chairman: Mrs Elizabeth Palmer  33 Hall Green Close, WR14 3QY 01684 575914 
 

Parishesô Administrator: Liz Edwards, 07726 927 046  E: oldhillsmalvern@gmail.com 
 

PCC Secretary: Ginny Pavey     E: virginiapavey@btinternet.com 
 

Parish Website:     www.oldhillsmalvern.co.uk 

 

WHERE TO FIND THE GRAPEVINE ONLINE  

   *  http://www.guarlfordparish.uk/vill_mag.htm       This site displays past editions.  

  * https://www.oldhillsmalvern.co.uk/useful-links       

  * www.madresfieldschool.net         

  * https://www.beauchampstleonard.org      

  * https://e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/MyParish/Publications.aspx?ParishID=94  
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The Telephone Box 

Looking after the telephone box/library in Madresfield has been a pleasure.  Every few weeks we open the 

door to check whatôs going on.  Unfortunately we have a leak, but canôt work out where it is coming from 

so occasionally we have to remove a sopping book or three but on the whole all is well on our visits; until 

recently, that is. We opened the door and couldnôt work out what had happened. Most of the books had 

gone; the library was empty, well almost, one or two books had been left.   

 

We decided to turn this into a positive event and have a spring clean.  The picnic table was set up, no table 

cloth Iôm afraid, the books, what was left of them, were all taken out and all spiders, wood louse and other 

unknown insects were evicted.  Obviously that was Allanôs job, I donôt do insects.  Once they were gone 

we gave the box a good clean.  This was a 

challenge as there is no plug inside, an oversight 

by British Telecom obviously.  We had to adopt 

the Victorian method of cleaning, a broom and 

dustpan and brush.  To finish off, the windows 

were cleaned.  We have discussed finding the 

leak and touching up the paintwork but thatôs 

another job for another day! 

Marguerite and Allan Barnwell 

 

р 

We are really pleased that you enjoy the books, but please, 

bring a few back. 



 

Once upon a time, a lovely pheasant lived in some local gardens. Sadly, one  late afternoon, it was found 

dead on the road nearby. Residents were inspired to remember its natural beauty and charm.  
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Commemoration Poppies 

The 80th Commemoration of V E Day was celebrated in Guarlford and Madresfield with displays of 

many poppies, which had been knitted, crocheted and sewn over the last few months. 

The well in Madresfield churchyard was decorated with a beautiful 

fall of poppies, set up by Marguerite and Allan Barnwell and Mel 

Newport.   

In Guarlford, Judith Knott led the 

project with the ladies of the WI and 

Maidie, who used to live in the village, 

creating lovely displays beside the war 

memorial by the main road (see picture 

on page 10), plus more inside St 

Maryôs church, with an accompanying 

exhibition of photographs. Felt poppies 

surrounded the memorial board, with 

knitted and crocheted poppies at other 

spots in the church, including a 

beautiful cross on the altar.  

Visitors also saw purple poppies (see picture on the left), which 

commemorate the animals who have served in wartime or other 

emergencies, and there were the stories of some of those who were 

awarded the Dickin medal, known as the Animalsô V.C. 

One story was about Judy, a pointer who was a shipôs mascot in 

Singapore in the Second World War. Judy would warn the crew if 

danger was near; she helped to save sailors when their ship was 

torpedoed and found fresh water when they stumbled ashore. When 

they were captured, Judy accompanied them on long treks to Japanese 

prison camps. One guard wanted to shoot her, but luckily the 

commandant of the camp liked dogs, so she was spared. In fact Judy 

was eventually declared an official Prisoner of War, POW 81A. She 

would go hunting for food and bring it back to the camp, fought off 

scorpions and snakes and, importantly, distracted the guards when the 

men were being beaten.  Judy was a great morale booster just by 

staying with the men. 

Her particular companion was Leading Aircraftman Frank 

Williams, who shared his rations with her, and they became 

inseparable. At the end of the war, Judy was eventually smuggled 

onto the ship taking the men home to the UK, and finally Frank 

took her to what is now Tanzania, where she is buried. 

The citation for her Dickin medal reads: 

óFor magnificent courage and endurance in Japanese prison 

camps, which helped to maintain morale among her fellow 

prisoners and also for saving many lives through her intelligence 

and watchfulness.ô 

Another story was about a little black and white cat called Simon who was on HMS Amethyst between 

May 1948 and September 1949. During the Chinese Civil War, the ship was cruising along the Yangtze 

River when it came under fire from the PLA artillery and received more than 50 direct hits. The captain 

was killed and many injured, including Simon, who suffered shrapnel wounds to his legs and burns to his 
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back, and the ship was stranded mid river for almost ten 

weeks. It was hot and humid, perfect for big fierce rats, 

who attacked the shipôs food supplies. But in spite of his 

wounds Simon courageously hunted them down, even 

killing one particularly vicious rat, nicknamed Mao Tse-

Tung, for which the crew promoted Simon to Able 

Seaman. 

As the weeks went by, Simon continued protecting 

supplies and lifting his injured shipmatesô morale when 

he joined the Maintenance Officer on his daily rounds. 

He later received the Amethyst campaign ribbon for 

ódistinguished and meritorious serviceé you did single-

handedly and unarmed stalk down and destroy óMao Tse-tungô a rat guilty of raiding food supplies 

which were critically short. Be it further known that from April 22 to August 4, you did rid HMS 

Amethyst of pestilence and vermin, with unrelenting faithfulness.ô 

Like Judy, Simon was brought to the UK with the crew, and he was awarded the Dickin medal. Sadly 

Simon died before a special award ceremony took place, and he is buried in the PDSA cemetery in 

Ilford. On his gravestone is written that óThroughout the Yangtze Incident his behaviour was of the 

highest orderô. 

                                                                           Rosemary McCulloch 

 



 

             Old Hills Malvern Churches  
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